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TOSCANA RESORT
CASTELFALFI

TUSCANY, ITALY

Historical splendour, natural beauty and elegant luxury, all wrapped
up in an eco-friendly estate. Emma Kennedy enjoys sundowners and
sunsets in the heart of Tuscany.

bean bag is nol my natural seat of choice, unless it happens to
be perched on manicured lawns overlooking a vista of rolling
Tuscan hills at sunset. that is.
Welcome to Castelfalfi, possibly the brightest jewel in
Tuscany's rich crown, Sitting high upon a hill looking down
upon the undulating Tuscan countryside, is the remote
Borgo, Montaione. With a dwindling population following
years of neglect, it has recently been given a new lease of life through the arrival
of Toscana Resort Castelfalfi

Located in the heart of Tuscany. between Florence, Pisa. and Siena. this beautiful
medieval village has been sympathetically restored. Derelict farmhouses are now
privately owned villas, and a further 12 apartments are dotted across the estate
There are two main hotels: La Tabaccaia. a former tobacco factory. is now home to
a 31-key boutique hotel and Il Castelfalfi. the 120-key flagship hotel. delivering all the
luxury one would expect from a §-star resort.

The Etruscan Borgo is built along a central pedestrianised road which leads up to the
eponymous castle. Peppered with striking sculptures. boutiques selling understated
Rtallan style. art galleries and a bar frequented by locals. there is the authentic feel of
ltalian village life- albeit a very well-heeled one. So much so that the term resort feels
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The adjacent restaurant continues in the same chic style, with the introduction

of a long. sumptuous central banquette The design is coherent and luxurious.
with a splash of art deco splendour in colours that are subtle and beautiful
refiecting the scenery beyond the floor to ceiling windows

“The inspiration

s the village itself” confirms CaberionCaroppi. ‘From the

colours of the F hat surround it to that of the brickwork. we allowed
ourselves to be guided by these inspirations to choose the entire colour
palette of both the common areas and the rooms Many details such as
the wallpapers, the textures of the fabrics recall both the mellow
pancrama and the area’s typical handcrafting

The design excellence is echoed in the elegantly reimagined guestrooms
Marble

brass de

surfaces. framed mirrors with gentle curves. and dark wood wath

ling house all the accessones one would expect. but the star of

the show Is a striking textile print of a Tuscan landscape behind the bed
Each room comes with a large and Wwwrious bathroom, with deep baths
huge showers and double sinks, all swathed In travertine

With
sauna and bio

L Castelfalf

Located on the ground f

indoor. outdoor and hydrotherapy pools. a

s the Spa
Finnish

sauna along with all the treatments you could possibly wis

doesn't disappoint and fitness studio is

next de

The well-equipped gym

, and a comprehensive timelable of filness classes Is

available, but old ool cocktail

lying-by-a-pool with a
experience. the main hotel pool is the place to be

Aperitives are best enoyed from the terrace of the Ecru bar that

way to manicured lawns. where grass mowing robots quietly whirr about
their business. Taking in the view Is a trance inducing activity, and all sense
of time vanishes. along with your aperitif

Dotted around the est.
differenl. From clas

le are six restaurants. each offering something

and pasta to authentic Tuscan dishes

Sic pizza there

are daity menus

all prepared with local produce from the est and

surrounding areas. it would be remis of at this point not to mention the

me
exceplional wines produced on the Caslelfalfi vineyards. In lotal there are
six organic wines mncluding an exceptional Chiant: DOCG and their pride
and joy. Poggio alla Fame. Though not strictly classed as one of the 50
expenences on offer. taking time to work out my favourite tipple over
dinnar, was definitely one of the most enjoyable
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